

ADOPTED 2/14/12


Introduced by Council Member Carter & Co-Sponsored by 
CM Yarborough:
RESOLUTION 2012-54-A
A RESOLUTION COMMEMORATING THE LIFE AND PUBLIC SERVICE OF RICHARD W “DICK” COHEE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Richard W. “Dick” Cohee, a Jacksonville native, graduated from Andrew Jackson High School and FCCJ, earned bachelor’s and master’s degrees in accounting from the University of North Florida and was a Certified Public Accountant, Certified Internal Auditor, Certified Government Finance Officer, Certified Retirement Administrator, and Certified Retirement Counselor; and


WHEREAS, after beginning his career at the Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta’s Jacksonville branch and then at the Duval County School Board, Mr. Cohee joined the City’s Finance Department in 1978 and in 1981 was appointed City Treasurer by Mayor Jake Godbold at the age of 28, a position he held for eighteen and a half years under continuing appointments by four mayors; and


WHEREAS, after retiring as City Treasurer, Dick Cohee became the Deputy Executive Director of the Police and Fire Pension Fund and had been named Executive Director-Designate for the fund; and 


WHEREAS, Mr. Cohee was known throughout City government as a consummate financial professional, the sort of person every large governmental organization needs to translate grand visions and plans into the nuts and bolts of finance and operations, to plan and execute bond issues, to deal with bond counsel and Wall Street rating agencies, and to plan and project the City’s finances and debt service needs decades into the future; and


WHEREAS, apart from his outstanding work for the City, Dick Cohee was actively involved in the community as President of the Police Athletic League, a position from which he stepped down in 2011 after serving 5 terms, Secretary and trustee of the Jacksonville Retirement System, two terms as President of the Retired Employees Association of Jacksonville, Chairman of the Supervisory Committee for the City and Police Federal Credit Union, Governor of the Institute of Internal Auditors, and many other activities; and

WHEREAS, throughout his career of public service, Dick Cohee was known as a man of unquestioned integrity, of insight and attention to detail, of calm professionalism, and as a warm and generous colleague and friend; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Cohee’s unexpected passing has been a shock and a tremendous loss to his family, friends and colleagues, and to the City government; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby commemorates the life and outstanding career of public service of Richard W. “Dick” Cohee, and extends its most sincere condolences to Mr. Cohee’s family, friends and colleagues.  His wisdom, friendship and ethic of public service will be greatly missed by all who knew him.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

   /s/ Margaret M. Sidman_______ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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